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NAME: Carla Brown   
PARTY: Non-Partisan   
SEEKING: Judge of State Court 
 
1. Why are you seeking the office? 
 
I am seeking re-election as a Judge on the State Court of Gwinnett County to 
continue building on my record of efficient administration, fairness, and innovation. 
I believe in developing alternatives that address root causes of behavior in order to 
prevent recidivism and increasing sentences for the same behavior. If re-elected, I 
hope to continue to improve our justice administration and implement additional 
accountability courts to prevent repeat offenses rather than simply warehousing 
offenders. 
 
2. What distinguishes your candidacy? 
 
My candidacy is distinguished by my thirteen years of experience on the State Court 
Bench. One of the most important aspects of State Court service is dealing efficiently 
with one of the largest caseloads among Metro Atlanta judges.  I also have 
experience working with my fellow state court judges and administrators in 
implementing alternative programs for DUI offenders and veterans, designed to 
combine intensive supervision and judicial oversight to address root causes of 
offenses rather than simply passing sentence. 
 
3. What is the proper role of a judge in interpreting the laws and Constitution? 
 
A judge must have the humility, intellectual rigor and honesty to apply the laws as 
they are written and as intended by the legislature. Judges must resist the 
temptation to allow desired outcomes to dictate the application of the law, while 
always striving to do justice.  We are to follow the law- nothing more, nothing less.  
 
4. What in your life experience makes you believe that you are or would be a 
good judge? 
 
Having served as a Gwinnett State Court Judge for thirteen years is the best 
preparation possible for this position. In particular, my experience with the high 
caseload in Gwinnett State Court allows me to run an efficient courtroom. Prior to 
serving on the bench, I had extensive experience as a trial attorney, allowing me to 
understand how judicial decisions affect the lawyers in court as well as their clients 
who seek justice. My community involvement allows me a special insight into many 
life problems faced by people in our county.  
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5. What do you think are the attributes of a good judge? 
 
Fairness is the bedrock foundation of my judgeship. People must come into court 
confident their case will be treated fairly and without prejudice. Compassion allows 
a judge to understand the importance and impact of the legal system on people who 
don’t spend their working lives in court and ensures they have the opportunity to be 
heard completely. Judges have a great deal of authority and responsibility. People 
look up to them and have high expectations for them. I always remember that I am a 
public servant of the citizens of Gwinnett. 
 
6. Please give a 100 word summary of your background. 
 
Carla Brown was appointed to Gwinnett State Court in 2003 by Governor Perdue 
and re-elected in 2004, 2008, and 2012. She has been a resident of Gwinnett County 
since 1989.   
 
Judge Brown previously served as Associate Judge for the City of Suwanee and City 
of Lilburn, and worked in private practice. She obtained her JD from Walter F. 
George School of Law at Mercer University and BA from Mercer University. She is an 
active member of the Gwinnett Chamber of Commerce, Gwinnett Rotary Club, 
Gwinnett Animal Advisory Council, a 1998 graduate of Leadership Gwinnett, and 
founder of Canine Pet Rescue.   
 
 
 
 
 


