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NAME: Wesley Person 
PARTY: Nonpartisan 
SEEKING: Superior Court, Division 2  
  
 
Why are you seeking the office? 
 
I ran for this seat for one simple reason, to make a difference. As I’ve listened to the 
citizens of Gwinnett County, it seems as if the bench has had a narrow perspective. I 
provide a voice of reason based on my professional experience as a Prosecutor and a 
Defense Attorney. Additionally, my personal experiences growing up have also 
impacted me such that I need and I must make a difference in the lives of those who 
are impacted by the criminal justice system. 
 
What distinguishes your candidacy? 
 
I would implement the use of a Redemption Court to address non-violent and first-
time offenders. Accountability Court would provide an alternative to conventional 
sentencing. I know and can attest to the fact that it is often said, “It takes a village to 
raise a child.” I will provide in some instances an alternative to those facing 
sentencing in Gwinnett County. For those nonviolent and first-time offenders or 
those that are faced with extreme circumstances, we as a community are going to 
provide them with the tools they need to be successful and productive tax-paying 
citizens. 
 
What is the proper role of a judge in interpreting the laws and Constitution? 
 
Judges have a duty to observe the strict construction of the constitution as faithfully 
as possible. Judges must provide justice. They must reach a decision without any 
impartiality toward either side. Judges should be mindful that his or her bias should 
not influence the interpretation of the law and ensure that the ruling is not straying 
from the core concept of liberty and justice. 
 
What in your life experience makes you believe that you are or would be a 
good judge? 
 
My life experience has shown me that integrity, dignity and compassion are the 
three most important characteristics a person should have. A person should honor 
their word. A person should have respect for others, and show compassion for 
others. Compassion will allow people to be held responsible for their acts but also 
allow the opportunity at redemption. People should be held accountable for their 
actions but where warranted, they should have the ability to be placed back into 
society.  
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What do you think are the attributes of a good judge? 
 
Fairness and impartiality attributes of a good judge. The perception of judges is 
often that they are not responsive to the voice of those before the bench. The 
citizens of Gwinnett deserve a better understanding of the judicial system and how 
it can help them. The perception of today’s court is that the overall outcome will be a 
more punitive adjudication versus a process for fair and balanced justice. As your 
Superior Court judge, I will always take quality time to really listen to actively hear 
to both sides and make a ruling based on all facts and circumstances.  
 
6. Please give a 100 word summary of your background. 
 
I was raised by my father who was an individual of limited education. Although this 
was the case, I was in a community where others stepped in to provide me with the 
life-tools needed to be successful. This generosity has continued throughout my life. 
People have poured in to me their wisdom, compassion and love. Because of these 
sacrifices it has always been my mission to give back to the community of people 
that have made me the person I am today. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 


