
2018 Gwinnett Forum candidate questionnaire 

© 2018, Gwinnett Forum.  All rights reserved.  |  Subscribe today: www.GwinnettForum.com 

NAME: Steve Reilly  
PARTY: Democratic 
SEEKING: Congress, District 7  
 

Why are you seeking office? 

I am seeking office because I’m alarmed at the direction of our nation under the 

presidency of Donald Trump.  Distraction, division, dysfunction, fake news, and 

alternative facts cannot be permitted to become the “new normal” in America. 

I am also concerned about the erosion of the middle class.  Too much of our nation’s 

wealth has become concentrated in the top 1-2% of earners.   This is a trend we 

must reverse with fair tax policy, fair trade policy, improvements to public 

education, and affordable and accessible healthcare for all Americans.   

What do you expect to accomplish if elected? 

I expect to have a role in returning the concept of “public service” to Congress.  That 

concept should guide Congress in enacting comprehensive campaign finance reform, 

fair and humane immigration reform, combatting climate change and global 

warming, and passing into law sensible gun control legislation. 

In addition, I will support efforts in Congress to reassert its Constitutional role in 

deciding when and where our nation wages war.  This starts with the war in 

Afghanistan, and includes combat operations in Syria, Yemen, and Africa.  In 

Afghanistan, we need a new plan that envisions an end to American military 

involvement there. 

What distinguishes your candidacy? 

Among the Democratic candidates, I am the only military veteran.  I am the only 

Democratic candidate with life-long roots in the 7th district.  I grew up in Gwinnett 

County and my wife, Cathy, and I raised our children here.  I have served in various 

civic roles in Gwinnett over the years, working with the Gwinnett Boys and Girls 

Clubs, United Way, and Gwinnett Legal Aid.  I have had my own business here since 

1990, as an attorney in Lawrenceville. 

My roots in the district give me an understanding of the people and communities 

here, and the district’s needs. 
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How can we improve school safety? 

From the federal level, by passing sensible gun control legislation.  I support a 

return to the 1994-2004 assault weapons ban, a ban on bump stocks and extended 

magazines, and universal background checks on all firearms purchases.  I would 

support legislation to create incentives for states to enact “gun violence restraining 

orders”; such legislation would permit citizens to petition a court to remove 

firearms from a person whose behavior suggests that he/she may be a threat to 

unlawfully use them. 

I would also support efforts to implement intervention programs in high schools to 

detect and treat mental illness. 

Pick one issue.  Expand on how you will address it. 

We desperately need comprehensive campaign finance reform.  In the wake of the 

U.S. Supreme Court decision in the Citizens United case, the influence of “big money” 

over our federal elections and policy making in Washington has grown dangerously.  

Shadowy 501(c)(4) entities and super PACs funded by wealthy individuals and 

interest groups have suppressed the voices of voters and manipulated public policy.  

I would support legislation to create voluntary matching funds, and cap 

contributions at a much lower level, like the “Fair Elections Now Act,” a bill that has 

been in both the Senate and the House. 

Please give a 100 word summary of your background. 

A resident of Gwinnett County since 1975, I graduated from Central Gwinnett High 

School in Lawrenceville in 1979.  Obtained my bachelor’s degree in 1983 from 

Mercer University in Macon, Georgia, and my law degree from the University of 

Georgia in 1986. 

After law school I served four years of active duty as an officer in the U. S. Army.  I 

was awarded the Meritorious Service Medal and Army Commendation Medal. 

I previously served as the Gwinnett Democratic Party Chairman and as 7th District 

Chairman for the Democratic Party of Georgia. 

I have been a practicing attorney in Lawrenceville since 1990.  

 
 
 
 


